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RCW 28A.225 All children in the state of Washington 

between the ages of six and 18 must attend school 

unless they have graduated or acquired a GED. 

School District must file a truancy petition if youth has… 

(7) or more unexcused absences in one month, or 

(10) or more unexcused absences during the current year.  

Truancy Fact Finding 

Hearing 
Petition denied 

Youth found truant and 

ordered to attend school 

If student fails to attend school after being 

ordered to do so, the School District files a 

contempt motion to set a Show Cause Hearing 

Show Cause Hearing 

                    Contempt Found 

Youth appointed 

an attorney 

Order youth to Detention or a 

Detention Alternative Program 

Review hearing to determine if all 

previous orders are being complied with 

Order parent to perform community service or pay a 

file up to $25 per day of each unexcused absence 

 

Petition is dismissed if youth turns 18, moves out of school district, 

or there has been no further truant activity within the last 18 

months. 

If the youth fails to appear for 

hearing a warrant can be issued 


